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UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 LIMA 2488 

EO 11652 N/A 

TAGS: MARR, PFOR, CI, BL, PE 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT VELASCO DISCUSSES RELATIONS 
WITH BOLIVIA AND CHILE 

REF: LIMA 2392 

1. SUMMARY: QUESTIONS ABOUT BOLIVIA, CHILE AND PERU 
DOMINATED YESTERDAY'S PRESIDENTIAL PRESS CONFERENCE. 
VELASCO DENIED STRONGLY THAT ANY FORM OF CONFLICT 
EXISTED BETWEEN PERU AND CHILE. AFTER THE PRESS 
CONFERENCE, THE PRESIDENCY ISSUED A FORMAL STATEMENT 
REITERATING PERU'S PEACEFUL POLICIES AND REJECTING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A CLASH WITH CHILE. VELASCO ALSO 
DISMISSED THE POSSIBILITY OF BOLIVIA'S BEING GRANTED 
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A CORRIDOR TO THE SEA THROUGH ARICA STATING THAT WHAT 
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BOLIVIA WANTED WAS TO OBTAIN SUCH ACCESS THROUGH ITS 
FORMER TERRITORIES, (I.E., ANTOFAGASTA). HIGHLIGHTS 
FROM THE PUBLISHED OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT FOLLOW. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. QUESTIONED ABOUT PERU'S POLICY TOWARD BOLIVIAN 
ACCESS TO THE SEA, VELASCO REPLIED THAT PERU'S POSITION 
HAS NOT CHANGED ONE BIT. HE SAID THAT THE TREATY OF 
1929 SHOULD BE RESPECTED. THAT IS, CHILE COULD NOT 
OFFER BOLIVIA PASSAGE TO THE SEA THROUGH FORMER 
PERUVIAN TERRIRORIES UNLESS PERU CONSENTED. AND NO 
PERUVIAN, VELASCO SAID, IS IN FAVOR OF GRANTING 
BOLIVIA PASSAGE THROUGH ARICA. 

3. VELASCO WAS THEN ASKED WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF CHILE 
PROPOSED GIVING BOLIVIA A PASSAGE THROUGH ARICA. THE 
PRESIDENT REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT THINK THAT BOLIVIA 
WOULD ACCEPT SUCH A PROPOSAL. WHAT BOLIVIA WANTS, 
VELASCO SAID, IS TO OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE SEA THROUGH 
ITS FORMER TERRITORIES. THIS WAS THE SENSE OF MY 
CONVERSATIONS WITH PRESIDENT BANZER IN JULY 1973, 
VELASCO SAID. (ACCORDING TO EL COMERCIO, VELASCO 
ADDED THAT BOLIVIA WOULD NOT ACCEPT PASSAGE THROUGH 
FORMER PERUVIAN TERRITORY BECAUSE THIS WOULD BE A 
SOURCE OF CONFLICT BETWEEN FUTURE BOLIVIANS AND 
PERUVIANS.) 

4. ASKED WHETHER BOLIVIA'S PASSAGE COULD BE RAISED 
IN ANDEAN PACT FORUMS, VELASCO REPLIED THAT BOLIVIA 
WAS FREE TO RAISE THE SUBJECT WHERE THAT COUNTRY FEELS 
IT IS PRUDENT TO TAKE IT. (OJO REPORTS THAT VELASCO 

SAID THAT HE HOPED THAT THE BOLIVIANS WOULD RAISE THIS 
SUBJECT IN ANDEAN FORUMS BECAUSE THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO 
HAVE AN OUTLET TO THE SEA AND THERE ARE MANY POINTS 
OF VIEW WHICH SHOULD BE DISCUSSED OPENLY.) 

5. VELASCO DENIED THAT PERU WAS MOVING AN ARMORED 
DIVISION TO THE SOUTH, NOTING THAT TI WAS SIMPLY THE 
ARMORED SCHOOL WITH ITS INSTRUCTORS AND TEACHING 
MATERIAL. THAT IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM AN ARMORED 
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DIVISION, VELASCO SAID. 

6. ONE VISITING JOURNALIST QUESTIONED VELASCO 
PERSISTENTLY ABOUT PERU'S POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY. THE 
PRESIDENT WAS ASKED ABOUT THE BRAZIL, CHILE, BOLIVIA 
AXIS AND WHETHER THEIR CONCURRENT POSITIONS ON 
BOLIVIA'S ACCESS TO THE SEA DID NOT PREPRESENT A SORT 
OF DIPLOMATIC TRAP FOR PERU. VELASCO REPLIED THAT PERU 
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WAS NOT GOING TO GIVE UP AN INCH OF ITS TERRIT9RY. 

HE ADDED THAT HE DID NOT CARE WHAT TYPE OF GOVERNMENT 
NEIGHBORING OR NON-NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES HAD; THEY 
COULD BE COMMUNIST, CAPITALIST OR ANY COLOR. HE 
SAID THAT PERU WAS NOT MARXIST BUT THAT IT WOULD NOT 
ADOPT ANTI PHILOSPHIES BECAUSE SUCH POSITIONS WERE 
STERILE. 

7. AFTER SEVERAL QUESTIONS, VELASCO REPORTEDLY ASKED 
THE VISITING JOURNALIST WHETHER HE WAS BRAZILIAN. HE 
REPLIED THAT HE WORKED FOR A BRA7.TT.IAN MAGAZINE. THE 
PRESIDENT THEN COMPLAINED ABOUT ALLEGEDLY FALSE 
DECLARATIONS ATTRIBUTED TO PERU'S FOREIGN MINISTER BY 
O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE DID 
NOT WANT TO THINK THAT FOREIGN INTERESTS HAD REACHED 
THE STAGE WHERE THEY WRE INVENTING DECLARATIONS. THE 
VISITING JOURNALIST REPLIED THAT SUCH NEWS (UNSPECIFIED) 

WAS BEING PUBLISHED THROUGHOUT LATIN AMERICA. "WHY?' 1 
HE ASKED VELASCO. THE PRESIDENT REPLIED THAT THERE 
WERE LATIN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS THAT THOUGHT DIFFERENTLY 
THAN THE PERUVIANS AND SECONDLY, THAT FOREIGN GROUPS 
WERE ORCHESTRATING A CAMPAIGN AGAINST PERU. THE 
NEWSMAN PERSEVERED ASKING WHO ORCHESTRATED. "YOU 
KNOW MORE ABOUT THAT THAN I DO," VELASCO REPLIED. 
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8. IN A TEN-POINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENCY 
AFTER THE PRESS CONFERENCE, PRESIDENT VELASCO REAFFIRMED 
PERU'S POLICY OF NON-INTERVENTION, INDEPENDENCE FROM 
INTERNATIONAL POWER CENTERS IN FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS, PEACEFUL RELATIONS WITH ALL AND EMPHASIS ON 
DEVELOPMENT. THE COMMUNIQUE ADDED THAT "PERU HAS NO 
FRONTIER PROBLEMS WITH ITS NEIGHBORS, WHICH IT CONSIDERS 
BROTHER NATIONS IN THE CONCERT OF LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES ■■■BETWEEN PERU AND CHILE THERE IS NO 
CONFLICT WHATSOEVER... PERU REJECTS THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CONFRON ATION WITH CHILE.. .AS A RESULT PERU DENOUNCES 
THE CAMPAIGN THAT IT VAINLY SEEKING CONFLICT BETWEEN 
THE TWO BROTHER NATIONS." THE FINAL POINT EXPRESSES 
SATISFACTION WITH RECENT DECLARATIONS BY THE CHILEAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER ABOUT BILATERAL RELATIONS. 
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9. DURING THE PRESS CONFERENCE, ACCORDING TO EL COMERCIO, 
VELASCO SAID THAT THE CHILEAN AMBASSADOR TO PERU, 
GENERAL ERRAZURIZ, WAS A FRIEND OF HIS, AND THAT PERU'S 
NEW AMBASSADOR, GENERAL VICTOR ODICIO, WAS A GOOD 
FRIEND OF CHILE’S MILITARY LEADERS. 

BELCHER 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES, PRESS CONFERENCES, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, ACCESS TO PORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 MAR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974LIMA02488 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 
Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740069-0575 

From: LIMA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1974034/aaaaadpq.tel 

Line Count: 205 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: LIMA 2392 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: shawdg 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 JUL 2002 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <12 DEC 2002 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT VELASCO DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH BOLIVIA AND CHILE 
TAGS: MARR, PFOR, Cl, BL, PE, (VELASCO ALVARADO, JUAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




